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A.R.E. Mixed Up 
Direct Objective: 

Students will learn the difference between an argument, and an argument with a 
reason.  

Supplies: 
 Paper
 Pen
 A.R.E You Making Your Point? (below)
 A.R.E. handout (below) optional

Instructions: 
1. Explain the difference between an argument and an argument with a reason.
2. Provide  each  student  (or  group)  with  “A.R.E.  You  Making  Your  Point?”
3. Have each group/individual label the points  as  an  “argument” or an

“argument  with  a  reason.”
(Answer Key: 1, 3, 4, and 10 are arguments.  2, 5, 6, 8 and 9 are reasons
and 7 has a reason, but the reason is so bad it barely counts.)

4. Discuss the list.

Number 1 makes the argument that Michael Jackson is the  “King of Pop,” but 
it provides no reasons.  Even though Michael Jackson is actually called the 
“King of Pop,” a complete argument would provide reasons.  Additionally, 
while it may seem obvious that Paris Hilton is not the sharpest tool in the 
shed, you would need justification for why she should be considered 
unintelligent.  The same is true with 4, 7, and 10.  

Homework:  Have students provide  “reasons”  for  each  of  the  incomplete  arguments.  

The rest of the numbers include reasons. Number 9 gives two reasons to 
support its central argument that the US is the most powerful nation on 
earth: its strong economy and military.  
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A.R.E.: Argument, Reason, Evidence 
Handout 

ARE is an acronym used to teach the three parts of a complete 
argument.  Any time you make an argument in debate, you want to 
think about these three parts. 

Argument: Also called the claim. This is the statement you are 
declaring to be a truth. 

Reason: The explanation for why the statement is true.  It is 
also called the warrant.  

Evidence: The supporting material used to establish that the 
argument is true.  It could be facts or statistics from 
various sources, or it could be an example.  

Example: 

Assertion: The Kansas City Chiefs have the best fans in all of football. 

Reason: Chiefs’ fans are the best because they are extremely loyal and 
show the most support for their team. 

Evidence: The Chiefs have set record for selling out home games and 
Arrowhead Stadium is one of most difficult places for visitors to win 
because the fans are so loud.  

Put it all together… 
The Kansas City Chiefs have the best fans in football because they are loyal 
and show clear support for their team.  The Chief’s fans have broken records 
for home attendance and make their stadium louder than any other in the 
league, giving their team a major home field advantage.  
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Exercise 2A  
A.R.E. You Making Your Point? 

Worksheet  

Consider the following points and determine if they represent arguments or arguments 
with reasons: 

1. Lebron James is better than Kobe Bryant.

2. My brother has a difficult time focusing on schoolwork because he has ADHD.

3. Flavor Flav is not intelligent.

4. The Kansas City Chiefs are the greatest football team ever.

5. Smoking is unhealthy because studies show it causes cancer and respiratory problems.

6. England would be a depressing place to live because it is dark and rainy.

7. Pink is the best color because I like it the most.

8. My mother is unfair and mean because she gives me a stricter curfew than any of my
friends. 

9. The United States is the most powerful country in the world because it has a strong
military and a strong economy. 

10. Iraq is a terrible place to live.




